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2 verily, I ſay unto you, Whatſoever 
ye ſhall ask the Father in my name, be 


will give it you. 


nberto ye have acked nothing in my 


name ; ask, and ye ſhall receive, that 


your joy may be full, 


; HIS our Saviour repeats in he 
26th and 27th Verſes: In that 
"a> day ye ſhall asl in my name, and I 

y not to you, that I will pray the 

Father for jou; for the Father him- 


0 ub you, becauſe ye have loved me, and have 


eyed that J came out from God. *. there 


great reaſon for repeating this, and ſpeaking 
Wt) plain, becauſe it was a new Form of Wor- 
Wi, which they were hitherto unacquainted 
th; as he tells them, Hitherto Je have ashed 
] whing in my name; for the prove time for that 
W's not yet come: But a 

Wim the dead, and Aſcenſion into Heaven, all 
er Prayers muſt be offered to God in the 


ter his Reſurrection 
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Prayer in the Name of Chriſt. 


to have our Prayers heard and anſwered b. 


Name of Chriſt ; which gave a new Form off 
Religion, and diſtinguiſh'd the Chriſtian Work 
ſhip from all other Forms of Worſhip. Thif 
is a matter of ſuch near Concernment, and ( 
little conſidered in its true Nature, and ju : 
Conſequences, that I cannot do better thai 
briefly to explain it to you, as a very propeſ 
Subject for our Meditation, now we celebrad 
che Feaſt of the Aſcenſion , and contemplat 
our Lord in his Advancement to the Righ 
Hand of the Throne of God: And to this pur 


poſe I ſhall, 


1. Enquire, What it is to ask in the Nam 
of Chriſt, or to offer up all our Prayers to God 
in his Name. 

2. Shew you, That this is the only way no 


God; and that God will certainly grant us 48 
the good things which we pray for in the Nam 
of Chriſt. | | 


1. As for the firſt, to ask in Chriſt's Name 
is to beg God to hear and anſwer all our Peth 
tions for Chriſt's ſake, not for any worthineſs 
our own, but through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : forth 
Merits and Mediation of our only Mediator and Ad 
vocate Jeſus Chriſt; for the ſale of his only * I 
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Griſt our Lord; or ſuch other equivalent Expreſ- 
Wins, wherewith we always conclude our Pray- 
Ws. But as often as we repeat theſe and ſuch like 
forms of Words, I doubt there are too many 
jo never rightly conſidered the true meaning 
al importance of them; which makes it ne- 
W:lary to explain this in ſome few Particulars : 
As 1. To pray in the Name of Chriſt, is to 
xg of God all the good things we want, in a 
im belief of the Merits of Chriſt's Death, and 
te Power of his Interceſſion; that he hath pur- 
asd all good things for us, and is advanced 
othe Right Hand of God, to beſtow on us 
ſhatever we ask in his Name; as he tells his 
Diciples, 14. John 13, 14. Whatſoever ye ſhall 
ut. in my name, that J will do, that the Father may 
glorified in the Son; if you ſhall ask any thing in 
Y name, I will do it. We mult pray in Faith, 
ve would be heard; but the Chriſtian Ob- 
of Faith in Prayer is, not merely the Natu- 
ul Goodneſs of God, but the Merits and Me- 
ation of Chriſt, that Covenant of Grace and 
ey which Chriſt hath ſealed with his own 


"Wood, and which he adminiſters by his Power. 
bei Paul tells the Corinthians, That all the promiſes 
od ure in Chriſt Jeſus, ea, and in him Amen 
fort ls, they are all made to us in him, and ac- 


Wnpliſh'd by him, 2 Cor. 1. 20. So that he is 


now 
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now the only Medium of our Faith, and Hope. 
and Truſt in God, as he is our only Mediator 
and therefore we muſt come unto God by him, in 
full Truſt and Reliance on his Merits and Mel 
diation. * el 
Wie muſt ask all Bleſſings of God in ſuch 
Manner, and for ſuch Reaſons as he has promi. 
{ed ro beſtow ſuch Bleſſings on us; and there 
fore if all the Promiſes of God are made to 
in Chriſt, and beſtowed on us for his ſake, we 
muſt ask them all in his Name: As to ſhe 
you this particularly: 

God forgives the Sins of true Penitents, only 
for the ſake of Chriſt, who hath made thi 
Atonement, and ſealed the Covenant of Grad 
and Pardon with his own Blood; and therefor 
this is the Commiſſion he gave his Apoſtlesaft 
his Reſurrection from the dead, That repentai 
and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be preached in his na 
among all nations, 24. Luke 47. And this Rt 
miſſion of Sins is only to be had through Fatt 
in his Name, or through Faith in his Blood 
3. Rom. 24. Being juſtified freely ' by bis gri 
through the redemption that is in Chrift Jeſus, whi 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through faut 
in his blood. And therefore we muſt ask the Fo 
giveneſs of our Sins only in the Name WM 
Chriſt, and through Faith in his Blood; th 
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. naot ſee what Title thoſe men have to the 
Wiroivencls of Sin, who though they believs 
W. Chriſt as a Divine Teacher, and the moſt 
ellent Prophet, and Pray to God in his 
ene as a powerful Favourite; yer believe 
t one Word of the Expiation of his Death, 
Wi therefore cannot be juſtified through Faith 
us Blood, nor Pray to God in the Name of 
kir great High-Prieſt and Sacrifice, which is 
e true Notion of Praying to God in Chriſt's 
me; in Virtue of his Sacrifice and Sacerdo- 
lnterceſſion; without which, we Pray for the 
hroivencſs of our Sins without a Promiſe. 

Thus, next to the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, 
daily want the Supplies of God's Grace and 
ay Spirit, to Renew and Sanctify our Na- 
urs, to Mortify our Luſts, to Confirm our 
ich in all difficult Trials, and to make us 
urful in all good Works; now this is to be 
d only in Chriſt, through Faith in him, and 
krefore we muſt ask it all in Chriſt's Name. 
is he alone, that baptizeth with the Holy 
h, who hath Promiſed, That whoſoever be- 
Beth in him, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of 
Im waters, 7. John 38. It is he who when 
le this World, ſent his Spirit to dwell in his 
durch, co animate his myſtical Body, and 
ery living Member of it. All ſupernatural 
B Grace 
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Grace is the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, :ndf 
the Promiſes of ſupernatural Grace are contain 
ed only in chat Covenant which is Sealed will 
his Blood ; our Regeneration and new Birth 
js our being baptized into bis death: He is thy bn 
bread of life, which came down from heaven, {| 
giveth life unto the world; to Feed on him, i 
the conſtant Support of our ſpiritual Life: Fof 
his fleſh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed 
He is the ſpiritual Vine, we the Branches 
and from him we derive all the Influence 
of ſpiritual Life, to bring forth Fruits und 
eternal Life; and if all Divine Grace be der 
ved from him, we muſt ask it in his Name. 
The End and Completion of our Hope | 
Eternal Life, and that is the gift of God through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 6. Rom. 23. God hall 
given unto us eternal life, but this life is in þ 
Son, 1 John 5. 11. As our Saviour himſelf tell 
us, That God ſo loved the world, that he gave hi 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth m hn 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, 3. Job 
16. And, Tam the reſurrection and the life, be tha 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall 1 
live, and whoſoever liveth and believeth in me, ſha 
never die, 11. John 25, 26. With many othel 
Expreſſions to the ſame purpoſe. So that Pa 
don of Sin, and Supernatural Grace, and Ele 
| nal 


n 
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Lie, are all the Gift of God through Jeſus 
nY Chrit our Lord, and through him only; and 
nM therefore we maſt ask them of God only in his 
1 Name, for we can have no other Title to them, 
bf but his Merits and Mediation, through Faith in 
WI; Blood. 
bor all Temporal Bleſſings, theſe we muſt 
al: io in the Name of Chriſt. For though 
cel God doth Good to the Evil and to the Good, 
ad cauſeth his Sun to ſhine, and the Rain to 
all upon the Juſt and upon the Unjuſt ; and 
K. Paul tells the men of Lyſtra, even in 
oe times, When God ſuſfered all nations to 
lin their own ways; yet he left not himſelf with- 
Wii « witneſs, giving us rain from heaven, and fruitful 
bos, filling our hearts with ford and gladneſs, 
Acts 16, 17. yet I lay, it is a very different 
bing to live upon the undiſtinguiſhd Goodneſs 
Cod, and to have a Covenant-Right to God's 
ie and Protection, and conſtant proviſion 
br us, even in this World. Now we have no 
dromiſe of theſe Temporal good Things, but 
Wy in ind through Chrift ; but he hath Pro- 
Wd, That if we ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God; 
lat is, the Kingdom of Chriſt, which is the 
Anodom of God on Earth, if we become 
od Chriſtians, believe in Chriſt, and obey 
Laus, then all theſe things, Food and Rai- 
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A -- 2 ment, 


fa 


a a 
— 
. 


Prayer in the Name of Chrif, 


ment, and all the other neceſſaries of Life, g, 
be added unto us, 6. Math. 33. And St. Payl te 
us, That Godlineſs, that is, the fincere Profeg;e 


not with him alſo freely give us all things? 8. Rot 


all Chriſtian Graces and Vertues. This g 


us ( which every Wiſe and Good man wo 


— 


7 


and Practice of Chriſtianity, hath the promiſe 
the life that now is, and of that which is to co 
Tim. 4. 8. And that God's Love in giving 
Son for us, is reaſon enough to depend on H 
for all other things: For he that ſpared not his oi 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, bow ſpal 


32. Chriſt hath now all Power committed 
him, both in Heaven and in Earth, and hep 
verns this lower World in ſubſerviency 
the great ends of his Spiritual Kingdon 
and allots our particular Portions at 
Condition in this World, as we are bf 
able to bear it, as will beſt ſecure our Er 
nal Hapineſs , and advance our Progrels 


us all poſſible Security, that we ſhall want n 
thing that is good for us, and ( which is 
conſiderable as that) that all things ſhall wc 
together for our good. This is a much happ 
State than to be Rich and Great at all Adve 
tures; and if we would have God Chuſe 


above all things in the World make his Choid 
we muſt Pray for all Temporal, as well as 
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mal good Things, in the Name and Mediation 
{ our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

dy. To ask in the Name of Chriſt, is to 
rommend our Selves and our Petitions to 
od, only upon this account, that we are che 
icples of Chriſt. We are accepted in the be- 
Wh: it is, as I have already ſhewn, through 
s Merits and Mediation alone, that God 
hives our Sins, beſtows on us the Influences 
{his Grace in this World, and Eternal Life 
| the next; and it is only our relation 
þ Chriſt that gives us a Title to the pur- 
baſe of his Death, and the Bleſſings of his 
terceſſion 3 and therefore this is our only Plea 
tthe Throne of Grace, That we belong to 
inſt, that we are his Diſciples, and the Mem- 
xs of his Body, which Entitles us to the Pur- 
ule of his Blood. 

lich, and Repentance, and New Obedience, 
the neceſſary conditions of our Diſcipleſhip. 
it will own none for his, but thoſe who 
klieve in him, and Obey him: but nothing 


app this is to be Pleaded at che Throne 
chene, any otherwiſe than as the Evidences of 
iſe Wir Diſcipleſhip ; the Name of Chriſt, our 


wollition to him, is our only Plea, not the Me- 
110M of Faich , or Repentance, or Obedience, 
ich have no other Merit, but what the Me- 
bot Chriſt give them. As 


Prayer in the Name of Chr,” 


As the Covenant of Grace was Purchaſt 
and Scaled with the Blood of Chriſt, ſo dh 
Covenant was made with Chriſt for all who; 
he would own to be his Members and $; 
cere Diſciples; and therefore he is made d 
Judge both of the Quick and of the Dead; a 
his Judgment conſiſts in Judging who are hy 
he ſeparates the Sheep from che Goats, and tho 
whom he owns, God owns, and Rewards wit 
Eternal Life; and whom he Rejects, God R 
jets, and condemns to be puniſhed with t 
Devil and his Angels. Thus our Saviour ei 
preſſes the final Damnation of Bad Men, b 
his denying them, and being aſhamed of then 
Whoſoever ſhall deny me before men, hm wil 
deny before my Father which is in Heave 
1 0.Mat. 3 3. And whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of mg 
and of my words, of him ſhall the Son of Man | 
aſhamed, when he ſhall come in his ewn glory, ail 
in his Father's, and of the holy Angels; that! 
when he comes to Judgment, 9. Luke 26 
This ſhuts all Infidels and Impenitent Sinner 
out of Heaven, that Chriſt diſowns them, 
never knew you ; depart from me, ye that work, il 
quity, 7. Match. 23. and then the Jultice o 
God will ſeize them, and render to them ac 
cording to their Evil Works. But the ſincen 
Diſciples of Chriſt , whom he will ve 
2 
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[it Day before his Father, and the Holy An- 
, though they cannot Challenge Heaven 
s the Merit of their Works, yet they ſhall 
r Saved by his Name, and inherit that Glory 
ad Immortality, which he hath purchaſed for 
; Church. And thus we mult Pray to God, 


a wc muſt finally be Saved, only in the Name 
g | Chriſt; and unleſs we approve our ſelves to 
ho e the Sincere Diſciples of Chriſt, and the Li- 
1 ug Members of his Body, God will no more 


ar us when we Pray in the Name of Chriſt, 
1m we ſhall be Finally Saved by his Name. 
This our Saviour ſignifies, in that aſſurance he 
res his Diſciples, that God will hear them, 
they Pray in his Name; For the Father bim- 
hyeth yon, becauſe ye have loved me, and be- 
ted that J came out from God, That is, 
kauſe ye belong to me: Which, by the way, 
well conſidered, would eaſily reconcile that 
um diſpute about Faith and Works in our 
Iihcationz; God accepts and rewards us, 
is Juſtifies us for the ſake of Chriſt, as his 
Iciples, not for the Merit either of Faith or 
orks; but Chriſt owns none for his Diſci- 
„ but ſuch Believers as obey his Laws, and 
the Will of his Father which is in Heaven; 


WM" therefore none but ſuch ſhall be Juſtified 
"I God. 
1 che 


dh. 


ee in the Name of Chl We 


* 


zaͤh. To ask in the Name of Chriſt, ;M*: 
to offer up all our Prayers and Petitions u 
God by Chriſt our Great High-Prieſt. Suc 
Vile Miſerable Sinners as we are, muſt no 
approach the Throne of Grace without a Pow. 
erful and Meritorious High-Prieſt to offer uf 
our Prayers to God. This is the encourage 
ment the Apoſtle gives us in our Prayers, Se 
then that we have a great high-prieſt, who in pe 
fed into the heavens, Jeſus the Son of God, let 

hold faſt our profeſſion to the end; for we have u 
an high-prieſt who cannot be touched with a feel 
of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted li 
as we are, yet without ſm; let us therefore 00 
boldly to the throne of Grace, that we may obtd 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of nee 
4. Heb. 16, 17, 18. Under the Law, the Praye 
of the Saints were Typified by Incenſe, whic 
was offered by the Prieſt together with the Sac 
fice; and thus our Great High-Prieſt along 
who has made the Atonement for us by 
Blood, muſt offer up our Prayers to God | 
Virtue of his own Blood. If we mult ask ti 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins only in the Name 
Chriſt, and in Virtue of his Sacrifice, not 
but our High-Prieſt can offer our Prayers « 
God, for none elſe can unite our Prayers all 
his Sacrifice together. | 

| Th 
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Thoſe who Pray to God in the name of 
Creature, though the greateſt Saints and 
wels, who yet never Died for them, nor 
mde any Atonement for their Sins, Pray to 
xd without a Prieſt and a Sacrifice, and ſuch 
vers will not be received. The Interceſſion 
od will accept, is not the Interceſſion of a 
dete Faverrtice, but of a Prieſt ; and the Inter- 
ſion of a Prieſt conſiſts in offering up our 
ayers in virtue of his own Sacrifice And 
kercfore to pray in the Name of Chriſt, is to 
fer up all our Prayers to God by him, from 
om only our Prayers will be accepted. And 
Steaches us how neceſlary it is for us to pray 
Cod: For Chriſt does not intercede for us, 
leb we pray for our ſelves; he cannot offer 
ir Prayers to God, if we make no Prayers 
him to 6ffer. To expect that Chriſt ſhould 
ereede for us, when we never pray for our 
Wes, is not to truſt in him as our Mediator 


ip WW ti: Office of a Mediator is not to pray for 
d vhcrher we pray or no, but to offer up our 
ne ers; and when we humbly and heartily 


ay, then our Lord offers up our Prayers to 
Father, and gives Virtue and Accepration to 
m. This may ſuffice for the Explication of 
eſt thing propoſed, What it is to ask in 
Thi Name o brill 
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14 Prayer in the Name of Chriſt, . 
2dly. This asking in the Name of Chili 
is now the only way to have our Pri 
Heard and Anſwered by God, and that ( 
uv ill certainly grant us all Good things v 
we Pray for in the Name of Chriſt. N 
here are two diſtinct parts. Firſt, That Q 
will hear us upon no other Terms than 
asking in Chriſt's Name. And Secondly, 
he will grant what we ask in Chrilt's N; 
It is very neceſſary, 8 in ſuch 
Age as this, carefully to conſider the Pirſt, 
ſo many Men Deceive themſelves, that if 
Repent of their Sins, and Amend their L 
they need no Name to pray in; a Good ( 
will forgive their Sins, and grant all they ! 
for, without a Prieſt , and Sacrifice, and 
diator ; There is nothing of all this in Nat 
Religion, and they doubt not but that is 4 
way to Salvation; and therefore they deſpi 
Revelation, and all the Talk of the Sac 
and Prieſthood, and Mediation of Chrilk 
a meer Fable, and the Invention of Prieſts. 
Natural Religion is a very Charming M 
and carries great Authority in its Name; 
theſe men little conſider what the true ſta 
Nature is; for pure Natural Religion is! 
only to the original ſtate of Nature, and 


Qt no other ſtare, This is a ſel evident ” 1 


24 * 
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on, That Natural Religion is that Religion 
ich belongs to the true ſtate of Nature; and 

fore can t be the only Religion of Man, 

un he is fallen from the true Original State 
Nature. | | 

ow whether we believe the Hiſtory of Mo- 

or not, if we believe that God made man, 

muſt believe that he made Man upright, 
Man came pure, innocent, and holy out 

the Hand of God: Innocence and Holineſs 

was the Original State of Nature, and 
dequently Natural Religion is the Religion 
hnocence, ſuch a Worſhip as innocent Man 
this Maker, and as God will accept of from 


> 


Uhr 


ra 


nocent and holy Man; which principally 
its in owning him to be the Maker * the 
ind, and our great Creator; in giving him 
glory of all his Works; in a thankful Ac- 
edgment of his Goodneſs ; in profeſſing 
Dependance on him, and Submiſſion to 
uin all things, and praying for the Conti- 
ance of his Favour to us. 1 
hs, I fay, is Natural Religion in a ſtate 
anocence; and there can be no other No- 
W of pure Natural Religion, becaule there is 
other true ſtate of Nature: For by Sin man 
ll from the Original State of Nature, as well 
bm the Favour of God; and then mere 
F G2 Natural 
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Natural Religion can be no more the only Re 0 
ligion of a Sinner, than Sin is the Origin 
State of Nature. ; 165 89 

I grant, that Reaſon it ſelf, without Rexel 
tion ( which in that ſenſe may be called Na 
ral Reaſon ) exacts ſome new Duties from di tr 
ners; as, To be ſorry for their Sins, to ben 
God's Pardon for them, and to reform them 
But theſe are not the Duties of Natural Relf 
gion, that is, do not immediately reſult: fro un 
Nature , but are conſequential Obligation 
which Sin, not Nature, lays upon us; "ani 
therefore the acceptance of all this cant 


N : owing to the Religion of Nature, of which! 
g it is no part, nor to the mere Natural Good 
0 of our Maker, which is diſpenſed. only accom 


| ing to the Rules and Meaſures of Nature, 
i the Natural Covenant, which is confined t 
i Innocent Creatures, and does not extend tod 
= ners. EE 

i Some men think, that Natural Reaſonmak 
it as eſſential to the Divine Goodnels to forgi 
a Penitent, as it makes it a neceſſary Duty 
Sinners to repent ; and therefore make Repen 
ance a Duty, and the Forgiveneſs of Sins 4 
Article of Natural Religion : Whereas it ice 
tain, Natural Religion exacts an unſinning Obe 


dience, and therefore makes no Alen 
0 


0 
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br Repentance; and that Natural Relation 
#hich God has to his Creatures, as their Ma- 
ker and Sovereign Lord, extends his Goodneſs 
o further than to Innocent Creatures, who pre- 
krve the Uprightneſs and Integrity of their Na- 
ure: And how good ſoever God is, and how 
nuch ſoever it be the property of goodneſs to 
brgive, we mult expect no more from God, 
than according to the terms of that Covenant 
Inder which we are; and therefore by the 
Natural Covenant, or Natural Religion, Sin- 
ters have no Right to the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
br that is a Covenant of Obedience, not of 
Pardon, | : | 
Mankind had reaſon to hope, that a good 
bod would Forgive the Sins of true Penitents ; 
utthen it muſt be under ſome other Character 


6g ( 
dd Relation, than meerly as our Creator and 
S wereign Lord; for though this ſecures Inno- 


nt and Obedient Creatures of all that natural 


na ppineſs they were made for; yet Grace and 
g bercy for Sinners, is not a Natural right, which 
ry tor can Challenge from the goodneſs of our 
peu er; and therefore is no Promiſe of Na- 
ns l Religion, whick reaches no further than 


rights of Nature. 

There is no need to diſpute, Whether a 

od God can Forgive Sin; br infinite Good- 
| nels, 
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every improvement they make, entitles tt 


neſs, which is the Goodneſs of God, mug 
comprehend all kinds , degrees, and inſtan- 
ces of Goodneſs; and Forgiving-Goodneß i 
Goodneſs, and therefore eflential to the Divine 
Goodneſs: But the ſingle Queſtion is, Unded 
what notion this Forgiving-Goodneſs belong 
to God, and by wha: Rules it is adminſtred 
For the different kinds of Goodneſs, chougſ 


| 


they all belong to the Goodneſs of God 
yet do not all belong to the ſame Admin; 
ſtration. J =: 
Now all the ſeveral Acts of the Divi, 
Goodneſs may be reduced to Two generic; 
Heads, viz, Creation, and Redemption. WW) 
Creating-Goodneſs does not only ſignify oi. 
ving Being to Creatures, but a Happy Being, ai; 
cording to the different Capacities of their NW 


tures; and this, we may modeſtly ſay , gil 
them a Natural Right to that Happineſs th 
Natures were made for, while they contin 
ſuch Creatures as God made them: For God 
giving them ſuch Natures, is a kind of N: 
ral Contract and Covenant with Creatures 
a Natural Happineſs, while they obſerve d 
Laws of their Nature, and live as ſuch Ct 
tures ought to live; and if God made the 
improveable Creatures, as he made Mat 


in. 


| Prayer in the Name of Cbrift 


o uch new Degrees of Happineſs in the Di- 
ine Favour, as anſwers to ſuch Improvements : 
Thus far Natural Religion, and the Natural 
(orenant reaches, to Entitle us to the Favour 
Cod, and all the Happineſs of our Natures, 
n the obſervance of the Laws and Religion 
Nature: But now it is manifeſt, that this 
Natural Creating-Goodneſs of God extends 
mly to innocent Creatures; for the natural 


made them; and the natural Right they have 
ohe Goodneſs of God, is that they are ſuch 
Creatures as God made them; but Sin diſ- 
ches this Obligation, and forfeits this Right; 
br a degenerate Apoſtate Nature is not the 
ect ot natural Goodneſs, but of natural 
iſtice, which is as Eſſential to God as Good- 
bis; and therefore whatever Goodneſs God 
ends to Sinners, is not owing to the natu- 
kl Covenant, nor conſequently to natural Reli- 
Fon, but to a Superabundant Goodneſs in God, 
ich hath no Cauſe but it ſelf; and there- 
Ie is abſolutely at Liberty to diſpenſe Grace 
Ind Mercy to Sinners upon what terms he 
eaſes; and this is the Reaſon and Foundati- 
In of the Covenant of Grace, and of Inſtitu- 
ed Religion, to preſcribe the Means and Con- 
ons of our Recovery, which belongs not 
to 
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. 
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wligation on God to do good to them, is, that 


— 
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Prayer in the Name of Chriſt 


to Creating, but Redeeming. Goodneſs: f 
thar is the true Name of God's Goodneſs 


Sinners, which delivers them from the Juſt py 


niſhment of their Sins, Reſtores them to hl 
Favour of God, and a Forfeited Happinef 
This, Sinners have no Natural Right to, anf 
therefore muſt owe it to a Voluntary Covenad 


of Grace and Mercy: there is ſuch a Good 


neſs in God as can and will Forgive Sins, au 


Save Sinners; and natural Reaſon may ſai 
ty us, that there is ſuch a Forgiving-Goodne 
in God; but then this is not the meer Goo 
neſs of a Maker, but of a Redeemer; isn 
part of the Natural Covenant, but of a Co 
nant of Grace; that could we never ſo Demor 


ſtratively prove, that God will Forgive tri 


Penitents, this does not prove, that Sinn: 
ſhall be Saved by meer Natural Religiot 


which admits of no Repentance, promiſes n 


Pardon, has no Prieſt, nor Sacrifice; but if 


proves any thing, it proves that God will ent 


into 2 new Covenant .of Grace and Mer 
with Sinners; for Sinners cannot be faved b 


Nature, but by Grace; as to explain this 


a Parallel Inſtance, 
A Father is under a Natural Obligation 
be kind to a Virtuous and Dutiful Son; ti 


is founded in Nature, and is a kind of natus 


— 


—— — — — — 
Prayer in the Name of Chriſt. 


Covenant 3 which gives an Obedient Son as 
Natural a Right to the Love and Care of his 
Father , as the Father has to the Duty of the 
Gn: but Diſobedience and Rebellion Forfeits 
he Rights of this natural Relation ; and 
hough natural Affection may ſtill move a kind 
nd compaſſionate Father to be Mercifal to a 
rpenting Rebel and Prodigal, this is all Grace 
nd Favour, not a Natural Right; and there- 
bre the kindeſt Father may, and a Wiſe Fa- 
her will make new terms with his Rebel and 
Prodigal ; not ſee him, nor accept his Sub- 


near Securities of his good Behaviour; and 
vill firſt put him into a State of Trial and 
Dicipline , before he receives him to Favour. 
But then if this Rebel and Prodigal have not 
aal provoked his Father, and Forfeited his 
Nzural Right to his Paternal Cate and Kind- 
tes, but has Sold himſelf into Slavery, has 
korfeited his Life, ſpent his Inheritance ; mere 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs will not ſaye ſuch a 
Modigal, but there muſt be a Ranſom Paid 
br his Liberty, his Life muſt be Redeemed, 
ad a new Inheritance muſt be purchaſed for 
im, or his Father's Pardon will do him no 
Wd: A very kind Father may do all this, 
Wt it is not a Debt of Nature, but pure 

= > By Grace; 


nion, without powerful Interceſſions, and 


- 
- 
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Prayer inthe Name uf Vn. 


meer — to his Natural Duty will of 


the Religion of a Sinner: The Religion of 


Grace; and as the Prodigal has no Naw 
Claim to this, ſo he can have no Natural if 
ſurance that his Father will do it, till he (i 
him do it, or has his Promiſe to do it: 44 


purchaſe his Liberty, his Life, and his Id 
laheritance; his Father muſt make a ng 
Purchaſe of this, and enter into new Contra 
and Covenants , quite different ſrom df 
natural Covenant between Father and Son. 

This may give us ſome notion of che dif 
rence between a natural Covenant, and 
Covenant of Redemption; between the || 
ligion of Innocent and Obedient man, a 


ture in the firſt Caſe will ſecure to us the Nat 
ral Goodneſs of our Maker, and all the Right 
and Privileges, and Happineſs of innocent N 
ture; but aà Sinner, who has provoked his M 
ker, Forfeited Immortality and an Earthly f 
radiſe, corrupted his Nature, and made hit 
felt a Slave to vile Affections, can never! 
the mere Powers of Nature Redeem him 
from Death, recover the Uprightneſs and I 
tegrity of Nature, merit the Forgivenels 
his Sins, and Purchaſe a new Right to immo 
ta! Life, and therefore cannot be Saved by 
tural Religion, or the Natural Covenant. 4 

8⁰⁰ 
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a God in all pitiable Caſes, is inclined. to 
* mercy to Sinners, as a kind Father is to 

Wc compaſſion on a Prodigal; but if he does, 
ts by a new Covenant, and new Promiſes, 
hunded in the right of Redemption, and qua- 
led by what Terms and Conditions he plea- 
Ws; which we cannot learn from Nature, nor 
how any more of, than what God thinks fit 
v reveal. This may fatisfy us, how little 
aſon there is to talk of Natural Religion to 
ners, who have Forfeited all the Rights of 
Juure, and muſt owe their Recovery and Sal- 


buce and Goodneſs of God; and the know- 
kdge and aſſurance of this, to the Promulgati- 
mof a new Covenant, and the inſtitution of 
ich a Religion, as preſcribes the means of our 
kecovery, and the gracious terms and conditi- 
m of Pardon and Immortal Life. For though 
bod be infinitely good , and we know that 
roving Goodie is a Branch of Infinite 
boodneſs, yet without an expreſs Covenant 
nd Promiſe we cannot tell whether he will 
orgive us, or upon what Terms or for what 
Realons he will Forgive; for though the 
cripture were wholly filenc in this matter , 
he have no reaſon to believe, that a good 
bod will Forgive all, or will Forgive always ; 
D 2 no 


tion to the Merits of a Redeemer, and the free 
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no more than that a good man will do ſo: . 
This miſ-led Origen, that he ventured to reaſon WM, 
about Gods Forgiving-Goodnels, beyond any 
Covenant or Promiſe; which betrayed him 
into that Opinion, ſo directly contrary to thy 
Chriſtian Faith, that both Devils and Damned 
Men ſhould be finally Saved, or at leaſt ad. 
mitted to a New State of Tryal. And yer | 
confeſs I know no Arguments, without a Pro- 
miſe and Covenant to prove that God wil 
Forgive Sinners, which will not extend to the 
final Forgiveneſs of the Damned, whether Men 
or Devils, upon the ſuppoſition of their Repent: 
ance; and yet it is the hardeſt thing in-the 
World to imagine, that either Men or Derib 
who ſuffer the Vengeance of God, ſhould hard 
en themſelves againſt Repentance, had the 
any hopes, that Repentance would Save them 
And it we can Reaſon no farther from the 
Natural Notions of God's Goodnels, than thi 


Covenant under which we are, extends, the 
is an end of Natural Religion, as to the Sali 
vation of Sinners; for the ſtate of Nature if 
a Covenant of Works, not of Grace. jp 


This I hope may ſatisfie you chat Natur 
Religion, or the Natural Covenant, can gil 
no ſecurity to Sinners, that God will hear ant 
anſwer their Prayers: We muſt owe this to 
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Prayer in the Name of 


n 


New Covenant of Grace; and we know of 
o other, but the Goſpel-Covenant , of which 
(iſt is the only Mediator; and we are as ſure 
br God will hear all thoſe Prayers which we 
fer up in the Name, and Merits, and Medi- 
non of Chriſt, as we are of the Truth of the 
olpel. For our Saviour hath not only ex- 
ey promiſed this, but the whole Nature and 
uuminiſtration of the Goſpe!-Covenant proves 
t If Chriſt have made Atonement and Ex- 
on for our Sins; if we are Juſt fied through 


thin his Blood; if he be Aſcended up into 


enen, as our Great High Prieſt, and Sits at 


Right Hand of God, Powerfully to Inter- 
dee 25 us; as we muſt ask all in Chriſt's 
ume, ſo we ſhall as certainly be heard and 
tlrered, as he Sits at the Right Hand of 
1 
Indeed under the Law, all thoſe Rites which 
we Vertue and Efficacy to their Prayers, were 
pes of Chriſt; and ſignified and prefigured 
lr acceptance in him. Sacrifice from the be- 
ing was a Rite of Prayer, and this was a 
pe of the great Sacrifice of the Croſs, which 
s prefigured by all the various Sacrifices of 
Lau. The Prieſts, who offered theſe Sa- 
ces, and made the Atonement, eſpecially 
e High-Prieſt, who entred once a Year into 
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to him in the Name of Chriſt, as we have 


Prayer in the Name of Chriſt. 

the Holy of Holies , were Types of our prey 
High-Prieſt, who entered into Heaven, th 
true Holy Place, with his own Blood, chen 
to offer up the Incenſe of our Prayers, and u 
make Interceſſion for us, as the Levitic 
Prieſts did in the Earthly Tabernacle. Ther 
was but one Temple, which was God's Houſd 
where he dwelt, and whither they were 3 
bring all their Sacrifices, and to direct all the 
Prayers; and this was a Type of Chriſt, | 
whom the Godhead dwells Bodily , who a 
ſwers to all the myſtical parts of the Temyl 
is our Propitiatory and Mercy-Seat, where n 
muſt offer up all our Prayers to God. So thi 
we have as great aſſurance, that God will he 
and anſwer all thoſe Prayers which we off 


Ph 


the Truth both of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Re 
gion. And thoſe who do not like this, mi 
cruſt to their Natural Reaſon, and Natur 
Religion, which can give them no aſſuran 
at all, that God will hear them. 

To conclude; Let us look after our Lo 
to Heaven, and ſee the Glory and Power 
which he is advanced, how he firs at the Rig 
Hand of God, ſwaying the Scepter of Heal 

and Earth, and then doubt if we can, vl 


ther God will grant us what we ask a | 


*— 


Trager in the Name of Crit. 


fanh, That we have ſuch a powerful Inter- 
aſor in Heaven; the Completion of our Hap- 
dess wil be, when we ſhall have no further 


ned of Praying, but ſhall be received into 
hold his Glory. 


Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant, through 
wr Lord Jeſus Chriſt; To whom with the Father, 
md the Holy Spirit, be all Honour, Glory, and 
Per, now and for ever. Amen. 


kis Preſence, ro be where he is, and to be- 


ume. This is the Chtiſtian Triumph 7 
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